no                 LECTURES AND ESSAYS

was loved and worshipped to the farthest
corner of it It is to these men and their
common action that we must attribute the
morality which found its organised expression
in the writings of the Stoic philosophers. From
these three cases we may gather that Right is
a thing which must be done before it can be
talked about, although after that it may only
too easily be talked about without being done.
Individual effort and energy may insist upon
getting that done which was already felt to be
right; and individual insight and acumen may
point out consequences of an action which
bring it under previously known moral rules.
There is another dispute of the Rabbis that
^may serve to show what is meant by this. It
was forbidden by the law to have any dealings
with the Sabaean idolaters during the week
preceding their idolatrous feasts. But the
doctors discussed the case in which one of
these idolaters owes you a bill; are you to let
him pay it during that week or not ? The
school of Shammai said " No ; for he will want
all his money to enjoy himself at the feast"
But the school of Hillel said, " Yes, let him pay
it; for how can he enjoy his feast while his
bills are unpaid ? n The question here is about
the consequences of an action ; but there is no
dispute about the moral principle, which is that
consideration and kindness are to be shown to